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Lt Gen Dana Atkins, retired USAF and 

president and chief CEO of National 

MOAA spoke about the benefits for 

current military members and 

veterans.  He told about the registered 

lobbyists working in Washington with 

Congress to overcome problem areas 

facing current and future military 

members.  He stated that the passage 

of the National Authorization Act 

2018 was a major success for MOAA.  

This sealed the 2.4% pay raise and 

increased the budget for DOD.  

MOAA was successful in helping save 

the basic housing allowance for dual 

military couples.  MOAA was also 

able to help with a grandfather clause  

for TRICARE to keep basically the 

same for those military before 2018.  

Only those entering service 2018 

forward will have increases to their 

TRICARE premiums. 

 
Installation of 2018-19 Officers 

Gen Atkins gave the oath of office to our 

elected Chapter Officers: Reg McCutcheon, 

President; Pete Dominicis, Vice-President; 

Don McArthur, Secretary/Treasurer; Dan 

Tupy, Bart Greer, and Norm Conant, Board 

of Directors. 

 

2019 Dues 

Our chapter dues ($20) can be sent by 

mail or paid at the January 10, 2019, 

meeting. 
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Diana pinned the president’s pin on her 

husband, our new chapter president, 

Reg McCutcheon. 

 

Buddy Johnson introduced guests, 

Don and Elain Nau.   Don is the 

president of Georgia MOAA. 

 

January’s Program 

We are pleased to announce that 

January’s guest speaker will be the 

Sheriff of Lowndes County, Ashley 

Paulk.  So please mark your calendar 

and join us. 

 

Chapter Projects 

For your after Christmas stocking 

gifts, please consider giving to our 

chapter projects to include the three 

ROTC Scholarships, Kindle Lodge, 

and Girls and Boys State. 

Military Tidbits 

In December President Trump 

announced that the new chairman of 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff will be Army 

General Milley. 

The Army is testing a new automatic 

assault rifle that fires with pressure 

equivalent to a tank to be available in 

2022.  It will be able to tear through 

any body armor.  The rifle will be able 

to withstand the rigors of weather, 

terrain and soldier use. (Military 

Times)  

The Air Force recently announced that 

it admitted nearly 2,000 recruits 

between January 1 ,2017 and 

September 2018 with medical waivers 

for eczema, asthma,  and Attention 

Deficit Hyperactive Disorder 

(ADHD), and other learning 

disabilities since a new medical policy 

went into effect nearly two years ago. 

(Military Times) 

 

New Chapter President 

Reg McCutcheon 

 

 

 



 

National Convention 

 

 
 

Larry Bostic received the 2017 Four 

Star Level of Excellence Award for 

our chapter at the National Convention 

November 1-2, 2018 in Pheonix, AZ 

 

2019 Medicare Fees Announced 

 

Medicare recently released its new 

rates for  2019.  After staying the same 

last year, Part B premiums for  

Medicare and TRICARE for Life 

beneficiaries will increase slightly.  

The Part B standard premium is set to 

increase $1.50 per month, from $134 

to $135.50.  Adjustments are made 

annually to both the Social Security 

benefit and the Medicare premiums an 

individual pays. 

  

COLA Reaches 7 Year High 

 

It‘s official: the 2019 COLA for 

military retired pay, Survivor Benefit 

Plan annuities, Social Security checks, 

and VA disability and survivor 

benefits will be 2.8%.  It will first 

appear in January 2019 checks.  Some 

of the biggest factors influencing the 

COLA include the prices of food, 

housing, fuels and transportation fares, 

and charges for medical services and 

drugs. 

 

President’s Corner 
 
As 2018 comes to a close, Diana and I 
hope this finds all of you blessed by the 
spirit of the season and optimistic about 
next year.  I can confidently say on behalf 
of the Executive Committee that we are 
excited for what 2019 holds for our South 
Georgia MOAA Chapter.   
 
Thanks to the negotiating efforts of Don 
McArthur, we have renewed our 
agreement with the Rainwater 
Convention Center.  Our first South 
Georgia MOAA Chapter meeting for 
2019 will be on January 10th.  I 
appreciate all of Don’s work in bringing 
about the continuance of our venue.  
 
I also want to thank Hugh Basham for his 
diligence in arranging for such diverse 
and informative speakers throughout 
2018.  General Dana Atkins’ visit in 
November was a fitting reflection on the 
value and importance of MOAA’s 
influence and mission in our 
communities.   We hope to continue to be 
blessed by engaging speakers who give 
us food for thought. 
 
Last but certainly not least, I wish to 
thank Larry Bostic for his tireless service 
as President of our Chapter.  Larry has 
served with dedication and a steady 
hand, and leaves very big shoes to fill. 
 
You are all in our prayers this holiday 
season and we look forward seeing 
everyone in the new year!   
 
Reg McCutcheon, MA, MS, EMDR MFT 
Lt Col,  USAF (ret) 

 



Our next meeting is Thursday, January 10, 6:00 PM, Valdosta–Lowndes 

Conference Center (Rainwater Conference Center) on Norman Drive. 

We meet and greet from 6-6:30. Introduce yourself to any guest or member you 

don’t know.  

Dinner is served at 6:30.   

Please make your reservations through Don at 229-244-7498 or email 

dandsmcarthur@bellsouth.net or sararmcarthur@gmail.com  

by Sunday, January 6, at 6 p.m. 
We are required to provide an accurate meal count two work days prior to 

the event.  Cost is $22 per person. 

Sorry, we must bill no-shows and late cancellations. 

IF YOU HAVE A PARTICULAR  

 REQUEST FOR YOUR MEAL DUE TO DIET RESTRICTIONS, PLEASE 

TELL DON WHEN YOU MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS. 

 

Submissions for consideration to the newsletter are welcomed and should be 

sent to dandsmcarthur@bellsouth.net as soon as possible due to time needed 

for print. 

Thanks to Pete Dominicis, Reg McCutcheon, and Don McArthur for information for 

this newsletter.  SGAMOAA is a politically non-partisan, non-

profit corporation affiliated with the Military Officers 

of America (MOAA). National MOAA is also non-partisan. 

www.moaa.org will take you to the Legislative Update and 

their “Take Action” section. 

 

Lowndes County Sheriff, Ashley Paulk, will be our  guest  speaker. 
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