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Lowndes County Sheriff, Ashley Paulk, 
shared that the Sheriff’s Department is the 
largest budget item in Lowndes County.  By 
using different management tools, he was 
to save the department around $1,000,000 
which resulted in a nice pay raise for his 
deputies and reduced turnovers of 
personnel..  Some inmates  actually have 
jobs and their pay comes to the department 
but this also helps inmates to have jobs 
when their incarceration is completed. 
These are inmates who are in for lesser 
offenses such as failure to pay child 
support and drunk driving.  
 
 Training for the deputies is ongoing.  Most 
start out working in the jail.  They continue 
to confiscate drug moneys and vehicles 
mainly on the interstate as  well. 
 

 

 
Kindle Lodge Closing 
 

 
 
Reg McCutcheon brought information 

from the Board of Kindle Lodge.  Due 

to a lack of funding the lodge will be 

closed. Other services are being 

provided to the veterans.  Churches 

will now be making use of the 

facilities. 

 

2019 Chapter Dues 

There has been a good response from 

members paying their 2019 dues.  If 

you have not paid your $20 chapter 

dues, please mail it to SGA MOAA, 

Box 5941, Valdosta, GA 316 03 or you 

can pay at the February 14th meeting. 

 You can contribute to the three 

ROTC projects and Boys and Girls 

State any time also. 
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Dining Together 

 

 
Meal time at our chapter meetings is a 

great social time for getting to know 

others. 

Our chef wants to please so always let 

any special diet requirements be 

known when you make your 

reservations. 

 
You are always missed when you can’t 

join in! 

 

 

 

Military Update 

 

A new laser/combo “pistol enhancer” 

for the militaries’ new hand gun was 

recently introduced.  The enhancer will 

give shooters quicker target 

acquisition in low light situations. 

 

A recent ruling by the US Supreme 

Court allows the Pentagon to limit 

transgender military service while 

lawsuits proceed. 

 

Also the following information 

released by USAA is another reason 

the company is so popular in the 

military arena.  USAA announced that 

it was donating $15 million for 

interest-free loans to Coast Guard 

members during the partial 

government shutdown. 

 

Navy News 

The Chief of Naval Operations, 

Admiral John Richardson, recently 

told reporters in Tokyo, Japan, that US 

Navy ships will continue to operate 

freely in international waters, 

including the possibility of an aircraft 

carrier navigating the Taiwan Strait. 

 

After years of fighting wars in 

Afghanistan and Iraq, the SEALS are 

refocusing efforts to prepare for 

potentially larger conflicts according 

to the Navy “Brass.” (Navy Times) 

 

Air Force News 

 

Singapore announced that the F-35 

was the most suitable replacement of 

the F-16 for the Republic of Singapore 

Air Force. 
 
 



 
President’s Corner 
 
Dear South Georgia MOAA Chapter, 
 

I just returned from the Georgia State 
MOAA meeting, led by our state 
President Don Nau and attended by 
other chapter presidents and state 
executive staff.  The following 
discussion items were presented: 
 

• Our historian is missing 
programs for state conventions 
during the following years: 
1991, 1993, 1995, 1996, 2001, 
2005, and 2007.  If you have a 
program for any of these 
conventions and want to 
donate it for posterity, please 
let us know and we can 
forward.  The state historian 
would also like any certificates 
that may have been presented 
to our chapter in years past.  

 

• No firm date has been set for 
“Storm the Dome” in Atlanta, 
but it is expected to be in early 
March.  “Storm the Hill” in 
Washington DC is set for April 
10th. 

 

The 2019 Georgia State MOAA 
Conference is set for Sept 20-23 in 
Marietta.  Below is the website for 

direct registration at the Hilton.  This 
has also been posted on 
www.gamoaa.org as well.  (Note that 
cancellation is allowed up to two days 
before check-in, so make your 
reservations now to ensure a room.) 
 

 
https://www.hilton.com/en/hi/group
s/personalized/A/ATLMAHF-MOAA-
20190920/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=PO
G    
 

• Col Rick White is the POC for 
the GA Veterans Hall of Fame 
and they are looking for 2019 
nominees.  If you have 
someone in mind for 
nomination from our chapter, 
please let us know so we can 
discuss at our next board 
meeting.  I hope that we can 
capitalize on this opportunity 
to honor some deserving folks!   

 

Finally, let me leave you with a quote 
as we look forward to celebrating 
Valentines Day at our February 
dinner.   
 

“Fight against something and you 
focus on the thing you hate.  Fight 
for something and focus on the thing 
you love.”  Simon Sinek, author 
 

Never Stop Serving, 
 

Reg McCutcheon, MA MS EMDR MFT 

Lt Col, USAF (ret) 
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Our next meeting is Thursday, February 14, 6:00 PM, Valdosta–Lowndes 

Conference Center (Rainwater Conference Center) on Norman Drive. 

We meet and greet from 6-6:30. Introduce yourself to any guest or member you 

don’t know.  

Dinner is served at 6:30.   

Please make your reservations through Don at 229-244-7498 or email 

dandsmcarthur@bellsouth.net or sararmcarthur@gmail.com 

by Sunday, February 10, at 6 p.m. 
We are required to provide an accurate meal count two work days prior to 

the event.  Cost is $22 per person. 

Sorry, we must bill no-shows and late cancellations. 

IF YOU HAVE A PARTICULAR  

 REQUEST FOR YOUR MEAL DUE TO DIET RESTRICTIONS, PLEASE 

TELL DON WHEN YOU MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS. 

 

Submissions for consideration to the newsletter are welcomed and should be 

sent to dandsmcarthur@bellsouth.net as soon as possible due to time needed 

for print. 

Thanks to Pete Dominicis, Reg McCutcheon, and Don McArthur for information for 

this newsletter.  SGAMOAA is a politically non-partisan, non-

profit corporation affiliated with the Military Officers 

of America (MOAA). National MOAA is also non-partisan. 

www.moaa.org will take you to the Legislative Update and 

their “Take Action” section. 

 

Ron Hatchett, retired FBC Minister of Music, chapter member, and former Navy 

chaplain will bring the February program . 
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